
          

                                             

 

Virtual Tana Forum Side Event 

Peace and Stability a Recipe for Successful AFCTA Implementation. 

Date Friday 23 October 2020 

Time 17:00 - 18:00 (GMT+3) 

Concept Note 

 

I. Introduction 

The latest Global Peace Index underlined its belief that the COVID19 pandemic, in particular its economic 

consequences, will likely have a severe impact on the way societies function. This could lead to 

deterioration, increase the risk of outbreaks of violence and conflict. This impact has far-reaching 

implications for order, peace and security, in conflict-affected and fragile countries. 

 

Implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) is one way to overcome 

economic consequences as a result of COVID19.  It will also be a major step towards eradicating Africa's 

conflict and insecurity challenges. Although, the AfCFTA may not have been conceptualized as a peace 

and security response initiative, there is a need to show the nexus so as to enable the successful 

implementation of the AfCTA.  

II. Background 

Africa’s peace and security outlook remains deeply concerning despite enormous progress over time. 

The current security outlook is marked by the blurring of lines between conflicts and violent extremism, 

as well as the spread of the resulting insecurity from the Sahel towards the coastal areas. It is also 

characterized by the protraction of existing conflicts and, most importantly, the emergence of areas 

along the equator as a soft underbelly of insecurity where the multiple drivers of state fragility on the 

continent are compounded. This belt constitutes an arc of instability that threatens to widen both 

northwards and southwards, if not addressed. 

Socio-economic challenges, marginalization and governance deficits are evident drivers of insecurity on 

the continent, particularly in the peripheral areas of African states. Greater economic opportunities 

therefore promise to impact insecurity significantly by helping to prevent the onset of violence in stable 

countries and offering pathways for countries currently insecure to exit conflicts. This implies that 

significant progress can be made in the area of peace and security if the current socio-economic 

situation in many parts of the continent can be overturned. This is a key area where the AfCFTA interfaces 

with Africa’s peace and security challenges. 

The AfCFTA, the world's largest trading block by virtue of the number of states signed onto it has the 

potential to contribute to economic development and peace. Its implementation is however bound to 

be hampered by the prevailing insecurity on the continent. If the situation continues to worsen and 

spreads, as is currently seen in the Sahel and the Lake Chad Basin, the full potential of the AfCFTA will 

not be achieved. 

 

 



          

                                             

 

I. Rationale 

According to UNECA, the AfCFTA will boost intra-African trade by up to about US$35 billion and lead 

to a drop of about US$10 billion in imports by 2022. This is expected to turn the continent into a US$3 

trillion economic bloc of 1.2 billion people. As noted by the president of the African Development Bank, 

Akinwumi Adesina, this level of economic activity promises to unlock enormous benefits and wealth for 

Africa's 54 states. Such an outcome will inevitably have an enormous impact on continental peace and 

security realities in several major ways. 

Against this backdrop, insecurity holds the biggest potential to impede the implementation of the 

AfCTA and has a major impact on overall progress to other milestones in the continental economic 

integration agenda. The current insecurity realities are therefore the context within which stakeholders 

in the AfCFTA must not ignore.  

This side event therefore creates an opportunity to use the AfCTA as a long-term response framework 

to the structural socio-economic drivers of insecurity. This is important because more insecurity 

jeopardizes the implementation of the AfCFTA, while a successful AfCTA will improve peace and security.  

II. Objectives 
a. Experience sharing from local peacebuilders so as to foster discussion on the relationship between 

the implementation of the AfCFTA and inclusive peace and security. 
b. Availing platform for collective action that offer important opportunities on how peace and security 

response initiative can be an effective component for the implementation of the AfCFTA. 
c. Exploring how the AfCFTA can be a means of a long-term response framework to the structural 

socio-economic drivers of insecurity so as to meet the peace and security aspirations of Agenda 

2063. 

 

III. Expected Outcomes 
a. Clearly understanding and agreement that peace and stability in the various regions of the 

continent are unavoidable prerequisites for achieving AfCFTA, 

b. Dialogue and consensus on key steps, means and actors that can promote peace and stability in 

order to pave the way for AfCFTA. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/african-development-bank-pledges-full-support-towards-success-of-continental-free-trade-area-17968
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