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The 5th Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa 
 

Programme 
“Africa in the Global Security Agenda” 

16-17 April 2016 
Venue: Blue Nile Resort 

 
 

2016 Programme Chair:  
H.E. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
Member of the Tana Forum Board 
 
Chief Rapporteur:  
Prof. Charles Ukeje 
Senior Advisor, Africa Peace and Security Programme (APSP) 
Institute for Peace and Security Studies (IPSS), Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 
 
 
TIME  FRIDAY, 15 APRIL 2016 

9.00 – 18.00 Arrival of participants and registration at the Grand Hotel 

17.00 – 18.30 
 

Pre-forum event (in collaboration with Bahir Dar University) 
 
Chair: H.E. Mr. Joaquim Chissano, Former President of the Republic of 
Mozambique 

 

Public lecture on: “The Developmental State in Africa: The Rwandan 
Experience” 
 
Speaker: H.E. Ms. Louise Mushikiwabo, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation, Republic of Rwanda; 
 
Remarks by:  

- Prof. Andreas Eshete, Special Advisor to the Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia and Deputy Chairperson of the Tana Forum Board 

- Prof. Adebayo Olukoshi, Executive Director, Africa and the Middle 
East, IDEA International  

 

19.30 – 21.30 Welcome reception at Blue Nile 
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 SATURDAY, 16 APRIL 2016 

08.00 – 10.30 Arrival of participants and registration at the Grand Hotel 

10.45 – 12.30 Special Event: The 2016 Annual Meles Zenawi Lecture Series 
“Leadership in Africa: Reflections on the Legacy of Patrice Lumumba”  

  
Chair: Dr. Monde Muyangwa, Director, Africa Program, Woodrow Wilson 
Center, USA  
 
Speaker:  
Prof. Elikia M’Bokolo, Director, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 
France 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch 

13.45– 15.30  

OPENING SESSION 
 
Chair: H.E. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
Member of the Tana Forum Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
13.45 – 14.00   15mn Introduction Dr Tedros 
 
 Greetings to audience: HoSG, Former HoSG, High level 

representatives of various organisations 
 

 Honored to be the Program chair of this year’s especially important and 
symbolic  

 
 Welcome everybody to Tana, Bahir Dar and Ethiopia 

 
 Pride of Ethiopia to receive such a distinguished platform of discussion 

on security challenges the continent and the world are facing. 
 

 The Tana Forum, five year after coming back to its birth place, here in 
Bahir Dar is now recognised as the truly African Security Conference. 
Modelled on the Munich Security Conference, the Tana Forum was 
launched in 2012 by the late Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Meles 
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14.00 – 14.10 

Zenawi, with the goal of convening key stakeholders to discuss issues of 
peace and security in an informal and relaxed environment. 

 To the Munich Security Conference that has nurtured us, we can 
confidently, say the baby has grown up!   

Here, you can add, I am told the Tana Forum has more likes on 
facebook and other social media outfits, but the MSC has worn them … 
not to be going too fast.. they are catching up! 
 
 The theme of the 5th anniversary “ Africa in the global security 

Agenda” could not has come at a better time! 
Security Threats are today in constant mutations. What was seen few years 
ago as localised threats are now regional, transnational and global. This call for 
a constant and rigorous dialogue among stakeholders as well as our permanent 
attention on the evolution of these threats if we want to circumvent them. 
I will not dwell to much on the topic, I am sure, the quality of the speakers on 
the agenda will do justice to the theme. 
 
 I am sure that the candid and rigorous debate that Tana is known for 

will this year again leave us after Sunday with lasting impression, but 
also  with answers take home satisfied, or questions we still grappling 
with. 

  I hope the relax environment, of this forum, will further contribute to 
the debate we want frank and constructive. 

 
 
Introductory Video: “Tana Forum 5 years later” 
 
2mn: Brief comments about the video: what it tells us about the variety of 
topics that have been discussed/covered the calibre and diversity of 
participants, the inclusiveness of the process. 
 
After the Video 
In order to keep time and flawlessly follow our tight schedule, we will start the 
opening session now. 
 
3mn: Official opening introduction  
 First we will hear from the host of Tana H.E. Mr. Hailemariam 

Dessalegn, PM of Ethiopia  who will give us his welcome address in 
20mn  

 Followed by Prof. Andreas Eshete, Special Advisor to the Prime 
Minister of Ethiopia and Deputy Chairperson of the Tana Forum Board 
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who will tell us for 20mn about the Spirit of Tana at the occasion of the 
Forum’s 5th year anniversary 

 And, we will close this opening session with a 20mn presentation of  
the “State of Peace and Security in Africa in 2016” by H.E. Mr. 
Olusegun Obasanjo, Former President of the Republic of Nigeria 
Chairperson of the Tana Forum Board 

 Your Excellency PM Hailemariam Dessalegn you have the floor for 
20mn  

 

14.10 – 14.30 Welcome Address by H.E. Mr. Hailemariam Desalegn, Prime Minister of the 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Host of the Tana Forum 

14.30 – 14.45  
 

Tana Forum 5th year anniversary: “The Spirit of Tana” By Prof. Andreas 
Eshete, Special Advisor to the Prime Minister of Ethiopia and Deputy 
Chairperson of the Tana Forum Board 

14.45 – 15.10  
 

“The State of Peace and Security in Africa 2016” by H.E. Mr. Olusegun 
Obasanjo, Former President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and 
Chairperson of the Tana Forum Board 

15.10 – 15.35  Break 

15.40 – 17.45   

SESSION I: “Africa’s Role in the International Security Realm”  
 
Keynote address by Mr. Kofi Annan, Chairman of the Kofi Annan 
Foundation, Former Secretary General of the United Nations and Nobel Prize 
Laureate 
 
Chair: H.E. Mr. Thabo Mbeki, President of the Thabo Mbeki Foundation and 
Former President of South Africa 
 
Format: Keynote address followed by discussants’ inputs and debates 

15.40 – 16.10   

Keynote Address    
5mn Dr Tedros 

 5mn DrTedros: 
 The 2016 edition of the Tana Forum will unpack issues surrounding 

Africa’s role in the global peace and security arena; with particular 
emphases on agenda-setting, partnerships as well as ownership of the 
processes or mechanisms of peacemaking, broadly defined. This session 
will also explore Africa’s capability to determine and set security 
agendas; first and foremost, within the continent, and globally. It will 
further interrogate the implications of Africa’s over-reliance on and 
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vulnerability to global decisions; two factors that account for why its 
collective voice is routinely set aside- even when the continent’s 
collective wisdom is widely recognised by outsiders. 

These challenges call for increased dialogue among African actors, as well as 
between them and their international counterparts. The 2016 Tana Forum is 
particularly auspicious for amplifying such dialogue against the backdrop of 
the 70th anniversary of the UN, and the watershed debate over the expansion 
of the UN Security Council (UNSC). 
 
 Introduce  President Mbeki and Hand Over to him 

His Bio: Mr. Thabo Mbeki is a thought leader who remains close to visible leadership. 
His profile as an intellectual, policy shaper and mediator has been built over a lifetime. 
While in government, he actively participated in the transformation of the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) to the African Union (AU) and 
conceptualizing the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), a vision 
and strategic framework for Africa’s renewal. 
 
 

16.10 – 17.00 

Discussants: 
- Dr. Carlos Lopes, Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of 

the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA); 
- Amb. Wolfgang Ischinger, Chairperson of the Munich Security 

Conference, Germany; 
- H.E. Ms. Louise Mushikiwabo, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation, Republic of Rwanda; 
- Prof. Adebayo Olukoshi, Executive Director, Africa and the Middle 

East, IDEA International  

 
 
17.00 – 17.45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Session Brief:   
From a glimpse of how debates and decisions are made in international fora, it 
is evident that an African voice is yet to be fully mobilized and mainstreamed 
due to a number of factors that inevitably undermines the continent’s role in 
the global arena. On the one hand, decisions or resolutions are made without 
sincere consultation with African stakeholders while in others, African 
countries are not always able to mobilise a decidedly strong common 
positions during critical meetings where decisions affecting them are made. 
This session will interrogate issues surrounding Africa’s role in the global 
peace and security arena; placing particular emphases on agenda-setting, 
partnerships as well as ownership of the processes or mechanisms of 
peacemaking, broadly defined. It will also explore Africa’s capability to 
determine and set security agendas; first and foremost, within the continent, 
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and globally; as well as shed light on the myriad implications of Africa’s over-
reliance on and vulnerability to global decisions.  
 
 
Guiding Questions: 
 What is the current status regarding Africa’s representation and 

participation in the global security agenda? How, by whom, and in what 
ways, is Africa framed in the discourse around the global security agenda? 

 How can Africa improve its representation and participation in the global 
security agenda?  

 What are the opportunities and challenges in relation to exercising or 
amplifying Africa’s voice and agency in the global security agenda? 

 What principles and considerations should determine Africa’s cooperation 
with key international actors, especially within the multilateral framework 
of the AU, to tackle the continent’s pressing security threat 

 
3mn Dr Tedros 

 Dear Participants, we have concluded a day of real conversation, not 
only we have deepen our understanding on the issues tabled today, 
we have started a constructive dialogue our Chief Rapporteur will 
summarise by providing the key highlights. 
 

 Here you can conclude with a joke and call Dr Charles Ukeje 
 

 His Bio: Dr. Charles Ukeje, Reader in International Relations; Senior 
Advisor, African Peace and Security Program (APSP), Institute for Peace 
and Security Studies, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia; is on leave from his 
teaching position held over twenty-four years, at Obafemi Awolowo 
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He previously held a Lectureship in African 
Politics and Development at Oxford University’s Department of 
International Development. 

 
 After Charles you close the day and by one personal thing that has 

inspired you or raised eyes blow during the day. 
 

 Wish the participants a happy 5 year anniversary at the Gala dinner 
 

17.45 – 18.00 Summary of day one and setting the stage for day two by Dr. Charles Ukeje, 
2016 Chief Rapporteur  

18.00   End of day one 
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18.00 – 19.30 Networking, Bi-laterals, Media Interviews 

18.00 – 19.30 

HIGH LEVEL CONSULTATION:  
“The African Union and its leadership towards 2063” 
 
Chair: H.E. Mr. Hailemariam Desalegn, Prime Minister of the Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Host of the Tana Forum 
 
(by invitation only) 

19.30 – 22.00  5th Anniversary Gala Dinner hosted by the Amhara Regional Government 

 SUNDAY, 17 APRIL 2016 

07.30 – 8.30 Networking Breakfast 

08.00 – 8.30 Tree planting at the Tana Forum Park by Heads of State/Government    

08.30 – 9.30 
 

 
5mn Dr Tedros: 
 Start with a mention of the Tree planting ceremony and the contribution of 

the Tana Forum to a greener city of City of Bahir Dar.  
 Introduce the Panel of HOS and Hand over to Eleni 

Her bio: Dr. Eleni is an internationally recognized thought leader on commodity 
exchanges and rural development in Africa. Before that she has held senior roles in the 
World Bank and the International Food Policy Research Institute in Washington. 
She is the 2016 winner of the 
Devex Top 5 influential woman leaders in international development, voted Africa's 
top Woman Pioneer, Innovator & Entrepreneur of 2015 
by Wharton Club, named among Newsweek’s Top 125 Women of Impact in 2013, 
2012 winner of the prestigious Yara Prize and the African Banker Icon award, invited 
to address world leaders at the G8 Summit Camp David 2012; 

 
HEADS OF STATE PANEL   
Chair: Dr. Eleni Gabre-Madhin, CEO, Eleni LLC 
 
Session Brief: 
Acting Heads of State and Government shall describe how they see ‘Africa in 
the Global Security Agenda’. Statements should unpack issues surrounding 
Africa’s role in agenda setting, partnerships in peace operations and beyond, 
the implications of high levels of financial dependence, and the question of 
ownership of the goals and mechanisms for peacebuilding. They should also 
seek to strike an appropriate balance between placing premium only on the 
continent’s unique and vantage position, while at the same time 
acknowledging the need to forge win-win partnerships with other 
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international actors, states and institutions alike.  
The focus of the session shall be on practical action and policy issues. 
Participants in the plenary will mostly be interested in concrete examples. 
 
Guiding questions: 
 What does African ownership really mean? And how can it best be 

achieved?  
 Is Africa speaking with one voice, and what are the far-reaching 

implications of not doing so? Or is there space to allow for different vices 
(for instance, by regions)? 

 And what are the most obvious responses from within your region and 
the continent to contemporary security threats and what impulses are 
being set to build peace infrastructures?  

 What is the role of parliaments, civil society and the private sector in these 
debates? 

 

09.35 – 11.10 

SESSION II: “Peace Support Operations in Africa: New Paradigms, new 
Models’’ 
   
Chair: H.E. Mr. Jose Ramos-Horta, Nobel Prize Laureate, Former President of 
Timor-Leste, and Chair of the High-Level Independent Panel on United 
Nations Peace Operations  

09.35 – 10.15 

5mn Dr Tedros: 
 
 One of the greatest manifestations of Africa’s relationship with the 

world lies in the area of peace operations; 80% of the current UN peace 
keeping operations are in Africa, with 12 African countries among the 
top 20 troop contributors (United Nations Peacekeeping - Troop and 
police contributors).  
 

 Mentioned Etiopia as 1st Troops contributor in Worldwide. 
 

 The bourgeoning role of the continent in peace support operations 
(PSOs) was adequately acknowledged in the report by the High-Level 
Independent Panel on United Nations Peace Operations;, and before 
that, in the Brahimi Report (2000). Both reports highlighted the fact 
that Africa is a net receiver of security incentives from the global 
system and also that it is an important contributor to peace efforts 
worldwide.  

 
 Introduce The Chair  (and Hand Over to him to Introduce the speakers) 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/contributors.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/contributors.shtml
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Bio of Horta: 
H.E. Mr. José Ramos-Horta is the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize recipient, together with 
Bishop Carlos Belo, “for their work towards a just and peaceful solution to the conflict 
in Timor Leste.” He later became Prime Minister of the East Timor in 2006 and its 
second President in 2007.   
 
 
Format: Panel Discussion with an introductory video on peacekeeping in 
Africa 
 
Panellists:  

- H.E. Mr. Pierre Buyoya, Special Representative of the AU; 
Chairperson/Head of the African–led International Support Mission in 
Mali (AFISMA), Former President of Burundi, and Member of the Tana 
Forum Board; 

- General Martin Agwai, Former Deputy Force Commander of 
the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone and Force Commander of 
the African Union - United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur 

- General Babacar Gaye, Former Special Representative and Head of the 
United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in 
the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) and (MONUC) in DRC; 

- Dr. Cedric de Coning, Senior Research Fellow, Peace and Conflict 
Research Group, NUPI, Norway, and Member of the Tana Forum 
Technical Committee. 
 

10.15 – 11.00 

Q&A Session with Plenary  
 
Session Brief:  
One of the greatest manifestations of Africa’s relationship with the world lies 
in the area of peace operations; wherein 80% of the current UN peace keeping 
operations are in Africa, at the same time that 12 African countries are among 
the top 20 troop contributors. Recent reports by high-level UN panels have 
vividly demonstrated the fact that Africa is an important contributor to peace 
efforts worldwide. Although these provide useful contexts to explore the role 
of Africa in peace missions and peace support operations worldwide, there is 
a strong opinion that the AU and its member states should be more proactive 
by placing greater emphasis on conflict prevention and early action rather 
than wait for costlier conflict management and post-conflict reconstruction 
and development interventions.  
 
Guiding Questions:  
 Is there an emerging model of African PSOs? If so, what are its 

distinguishing characteristics? 
 What are the lessons learned from recent transitions from AU-led to UN-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Mission_in_Sierra_Leone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Union_-_United_Nations_Hybrid_Operation_in_Darfur
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led PSOs (e.g. in CAR and Mali)? 
 What are the challenges, constraints, capabilities and resource deficits 

influencing the effectiveness and efficiency of African PSOs? What can be 
done to address and overcome these challenges? 

 Which relationships and partnerships are critical for the success of African 
PSOs? How can these be identified and further strengthened?  

 Are there substantial differences in the approaches taken by the African 
Union and some of the regional economic blocs when it comes to 
addressing regional conflicts? 

 Recognising the primacy of politics, how can the linkages between politics, 
development, governance and peace building be advanced in the context 
of PSOs in Africa?  
 

11.00 – 11.10 Break (in meeting room) 

11.10 – 12.15  

SESSION III: “Conflict Prevention, Building Peace Infrastructures, and 
Sustaining Peace” 
 
Chair: Amb. Fatuma Ndangiza, Former Chairperson of the APR Panel of 
Eminent Persons 

11.10 – 11.40 
 

Format: Panel Discussion 
 
Panellists:  

- Amb. Ahmad Allam-Mi, General Secretary of the ECCAS; 
- Mr. Jean-Marie Guehenno, President, International Crisis Group, 

Belgium; 
- Dr. Nkosana Moyo, Executive Chairman of the Mandela Institute for 

Development Studies (MINDS), South Africa; 
- Amb. Amedou Ould Abdallah, President of Centre for Strategy and 

Security; Member of the 2016 UN Peacebuilding Panel, Mauritania; 
- Mr. Sekou Toure Otondi, University of Nairobi, Winner of the Tana 

Forum Annual African Universities’ Essay Competition. 
 
Session Brief:   
In recent decades, Africa has been confronted with a convergence of intra state 
conflicts; and what is now widely perceived as emerging security threats 
linked to transnational criminal and terrorism networks, health epidemics, 
forced migration, and religious extremism, to name a few. These ‘new’ 
generation security threats are blossoming because they are non-conventional, 
trans-boundary and linked to the peace-development nexus. The session will 
examine peacebuilding initiatives in, and involving, Africa both in light of 
these threats and in relation to peacebuilding.  It will, in particular, focus on 
understanding how salient issues of social inclusion and sound resource 
management might contribute to effective conflict prevention and 
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peacebuilding. 
  
Guiding Questions:  
 What forces shape the interplay of various factors that trigger new 

conflicts, or the relapse of countries already in transition back into 
conflict?  

 What conflict prevention and peacebuilding infrastructures are already 
put in place in Africa, and what should be done to fill the lacuna? 

 What synergies and complementarities need to be created and nurtured in 
conflict prevention and peacebuilding at the national, regional, and global 
levels?  

 In what ways can various African actors, including the private sector, 
invest in and support local ownership of peacebuilding processes?  

 What are the long-term prospects for the structural prevention of conflicts, 
and which actors or institutions should lead them? 

11.40 – 12.15 Q&A Session with Plenary  

12.20 – 13.30  
 

CLOSING CEREMONY 
 
Chair: Ms. Betty Bigombe, Senior Director for Fragility, Conflict and Violence, 
the World Bank, USA and Former Minister for Water Management, Uganda 

12.20 – 12.40 
 

Reflections on the Forum:  
- Amb. Ismaïl Chergui, Commissioner for Peace and Security, African 

Union Commission; 
- Amb. Susan Page, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires to the African Union 

12.50 – 13.05 
Remarks and vote of thanks  by H.E. Mr. Olusegun Obasanjo, Former 
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and Chairperson of the Tana 
Forum Board  

13.05 – 13.20 
Tana Forum: the way forward and closing remarks by H.E. Mr. Hailemariam 
Desalegn, Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and 
Host of the Tana Forum 

13.30  End of the 5th Tana Forum and lunch 

14.30 Press Conference - Tana Forum Board 

17.00  Departure to Addis Ababa 

 


