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The 5th Tana High‐Level Forum on Security in Africa 
16‐17 April, 2016, Bahir Dar, Ethiopia 

 

“Africa in the Global Security Agenda” 

Concept Summary 

Africa is the arena for some of modern world’s intractable security challenges. Eighty years ago, 

when powerful nations were ready to trample on multilateral decision-making and international 

law, Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia stood before the League of Nations and declared the 

imminent catastrophe facing the world, should the principles of common security be abandoned. 

Since then, Africa has been at the center of the international peace and security debate and its 

governments and institutions have also been championing the agenda of common security.  

The fifth Tana High-Level Forum on Security in Africa scheduled to hold between 16 and 17 April 

2016 continues in the tradition of interogating the continent’s involvement and role in forging 

common international security. Held continuously since 2011, this annual event retains its niche as 

a leading platform for informed, critical, robust- and yet, informal- debate on the continent’s 

security challenges. For the forthcoming edition, the theme is: Africa in the Global Security 

Agenda. In coming up with this theme, the impetus is to grasp the reasons why Africa’s security 

challenges are attracting substantial global attention whereas the continent’s own experience and 

articulation of the issues has yet to obtain commensurate global significance. It is evident today, 

more than any time in the past, that Africa needs to rally a unified and amplified voice—and 

agency—if it is to assert its own interests in international security debates. Once again, Tana 2016 

will afford African Heads of State and Governments, high-level government officials, notable 

African personalities, academics, third sector leaders as well as a spectrum of international actors, 

another opportune space to discuss Africa’s role and responsibility within the international 

security arena.  

The choice of the theme is timely and appropriate, especially now that Africa is at the receiving 

end of a variety of security experiments; a variety of security doctrines pushed by key state and 
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non-state actors are all supposedly aspiring for home grown solutions. Africa not only suffers 

acute security problems but is also at the forefront of pioneering innovative security responses. The 

continent’s myriad security concerns are triggering global ripples; from conflict over resources to 

mass distress migration, from hybrid internal-international conflicts to the challenges of 

multilateral peace support operations, to name a few. 

The theme for 2016 will therefore afford participants an opportunity for reflection regarding the 

key lessons learned from decades of Africa’s contributions to global security discourse and actions 

without losing sight of the sometimes deliberate attempt to underplay the continent’s myriad 

contributions that often come at huge human and material costs. In focusing on the overarching 

theme of Africa in the Global Security Agenda, the 2016 edition of the Tana Forum will deepen 

discussions around the following inter-related sub-themes.  

 First, is an exploration of Africa’s capability to determine and set security agendas, within 

the continent and globally. This requires an examination of how Africa relates to major 

international players. This demands, in turn, exploring how African leaders and 

institutions—above all the African Union—play roles in decision-making about and 

ownership of interventions; how they conceive and implement common African position 

on security issues; the relationship between the African Union, the Regional Economic 

Communities and member states; and the role of the wider spectrum of stakeholders, 

within and outside the continent, including those of citizens and civil society actors, in such 

processes. As an addendum, this segment of the Forum will further interrogate the 

implications of Africa’s dependence and vulnerability. These two factors explain why the 

voice of the continent is routinely set aside- even when its collective wisdom is 

acknowledged as key for sustainability and ownership.  For as long as Africa is not able to 

collectively express courageous ownership and agency on matters affecting it within the 

global security environment, external actors will impose their will. The continent needs to 

reflect on these, and the rest of the world needs to learn from them. 

 Second, the Forum will focus on peace missions broadly defined to include political 

missions and peace support operations in Africa; doing so from the perspective of the 
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opportunities as well as complications that arise from partnerships among African 

governments and international institutions, and between Africa and other international 

players. As the African Union has recognized, the imperative to revisit the norms and 

frameworks that drive multilateral intervention is overdue now that Africa is taking more 

and more responsibility in peace making and peacekeeping.  

 Last, but not the least, the Forum will examine peacebuilding initiatives in, and involving 

Africa; with particular attention to the status of Africa’s peace infrastructures as well as 

extant approaches to conflict prevention and peace building. In assessing African 

ownership of the goals and methods of peace and recovery processes, the Forum will focus 

on understand how salient issues of social inclusion and sound resource management 

might contribute to conflict prevention and peace building, and what perspectives an 

African approach can contribute to or showcase in those spheres. By considering Africa’s 

ability to end conflicts and maintain peace, the continent current and future influence in the 

international security landscape will be easier to assess.  

In the final analysis, the 2016 edition of the Tana Forum will unpack issues surrounding Africa’s 

role in the global peace and security arena, including agenda setting, partnerships in peace 

operations, and the question of ownership of the goals and mechanisms for peacebuilding. It will 

also seek to strike an appropriate balance between placing premium only on the continent’s unique 

and vantage position, while at the same time acknowledging the need to forge win-win 

partnerships with other international actors, states and institutions alike.  

What then, should define, or determine, Africa’s cooperation with key international actors in the 

effort to manage the continent’s pressing security threats?  

How can African ownership and problem solving best be achieved?  

Is Africa speaking with one voice, and what are the far-reaching implications of not doing so?  

How, and to what effect, is Africa shaping the international security agenda in the area of peace 

support operations? 
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What are the most obvious responses from within the continent to contemporary security threats 

and what impulses are being set to build peace infrastructures?  

END 


